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Activities of Etno BEBA 
organization from Kumanovo

During last six 
months, etno 
Beba organiza-
tion from Ku-
manovo is an 

active participant in numer-
ous events aimed towards 
affirmation and preserving 
of the culture and tradition 
in macedonia.
on the 3 rd of november 
2013 in Kumanovo, etno 
Beba in cooperation with 
another member of the ru-
ral Development network , 
Kozjacija vo srceto, organ-
ized an event called “coun-
try table and town feast”. 
the goal of this event was 
to depict the life in the rural 

and city environment, pre-
serving the customs, cultur-
al, traditional and other val-
ues of the Kumanovo region. 
At the same time there was 
a promotion of the healthy 
natural Kumanovo food pre-
pared from about 16 women 
from the town and villages, 
and possibilities for devel-
opment of alternative rural 
and eco tourism were pre-
sented.
With the support of the ru-
ral Development network 
and cooperation with the 
ngo “Humanost”, etno Beba 
organized a new year party 
in Kumanovo for the inca-
pacitated children.

etno Beba attended many events among which:

•	Balkan fair “craftspeople – preservers of the tradition 
that was held in skopje from 28 to 30 june 2013;

•	Pehchevo PAvLovDen in town of Pehchevo from 10 
to 13 july 2013 where they took part together with 
women’s organization of Pehchevo;

•	 ilinden days in Bitola and Krushevo, where they took 
active part in the events organized by women artisans 
from Bitola;

•	 “mALesHevijAtA nA DLAnKA” event traditionally 
organized by municipality of Berovo on the day of 
virgin mary on Berovo town square where etno Beba is 
a participant nine years in a row.

•	european Days of cultural Heritage, held from 24 to 30 
september in Prishtina on the mother theresa square, 
organized by” otvorena Porta” and mrs. Bejtuzare 
muharemi , where etno Beba participates for the tenth 
time as an only representative from macedonia;

•	the day of the rural Woman, organized on the 15-th of 
october 2013 in negotino by federation of farmers of 
rm.
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oPEn  StUDIo: 
“tHE BLUE MoUntAIn” 
In ARt PoInt – GUMno

10 years of recruiting ambassadors of culture for Macedonia Starting 
in 2003, the international art center ART POINT – GUMNO hosted more 
than 40 established artists from all over the world which to this present 
day promote the center efforts – to act ambassadors of culture for 
Macedonia.

in the context of 10-th 
anniversary of the ex-
istence of the interna-
tional art residence Art 

Point – gumno, in sep-
tember 2013 in the interna-
tional center in the village 
of sloeshtica  an art work-
shop on the topic “the Blue 
mountain” was organized.

there were 10 guests/art-
ists on the workshop from 
great Britain, germany, 
Denmark, usA, slovakia, 
Hungary and czech repub-
lic.

Prior to above mentioned 
workshop there was an ex-
hibition “10 years of Art 

Point – gumno” realized 
as a part of the event Bitola 
cultural summer 2013 – Bit 
fest , in the gallery mAgAzA 
in Bitola in the period from 
26-th of july to 1-st of Au-
gust. over 50 items from the 
regular collection of the art 
center were exhibited as a 
retrospective of the activi-

ties in the past ten years.

the workshop itself contin-
ued for about 15 days, pre-
cisely from 2-nd to 15-th of 
september. the participants 
had an opportunity to re-
visit their inspirations from 
sloeshtica and macedonia 
in general, but also to get 
to know each other and dis-
cuss new international and 
regional projects. Priority 
was given to projects that 
will have goal to promote 
cultural-artistic, historical 
and natural values of mac-
edonia and its rich spiritual 
wealth.

the accommodation of the 
artists was organized in 
private houses, with fami-
lies from the village, which 
additionally enriched the 
project’s socio economic 
aspect. the meals were pre-
pared from the members of 
the center, and from time to 
time guests cooked special 
dishes from the countries 
they represented.
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the art pieces created dur-
ing this workshop were 
thematic (“Blue mountain”) 
and towards the end of the 
workshop, on the so called 
“open studio” held on the 
10-th of september, they 
were exhibited in the gallery 
and in the open space on the 
premises of the art center.

the workshop was real-
ized in a high professional 
level and had a big publicity, 
with the help of the minis-
try of culture of republic of 
macedonia and with special 
thanks to the finances from 
the private/own budget of 
the organizers and their un-
reserved volunteering work. 
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the international 
center for art and 
sustainable devel-
opment Art Point 

– gumno  and production 
house enox, on the 28-th 
of August 2013 on the day 
of virgin mary in the village 
of sloeshtica, organized for 
the seventh time the mul-
timedia event  “ceLeBrA-
tion of tHe WeeD” a trib-
ute to Petre m Andreevski, 
the writer with the deepest 
insight into the essence of 
macedonian people.
this year, because of the 
untimely death of one of 
the spiritual fathers of this 

the seventh CELEBRAtIon oF 
tHE WEED in honor of the eternal 
life of the brothers Ljube and 
Vlado Cvetanovski

event – the director, pro-
fessor and dramatist vlado 
cvetanovski and his brother 
Ljube cvetanovski – promi-
nent writer screen writer, 
itinerant and professor, the 
goal of the organizers was to 
symbolically celebrate their 
eternal life.
After the oration about Pe-
tre m. Andreevski  held on 
this magnificent writer’s 
resting place, spoken by jor-
dan Plevnesh, in the school 
of sloestica there was a pre-
premiere of the documen-
tary “children in the world” 
directed by goce cvetanovs-
ki. the movie was inspired 

by the autobiographic text 
“the child in me” by Ljube 
cvetanovski. the memories 
from the childhood in sloes-
tica  and Demir Hisar of this 
great world traveler are il-
lustrated with pictures of 
his travels.

the eternal life of vlado 
cvetanovski is a poetic sce-
nic oratorium in which ac-
tors performed roles from 
his original pieces, and 
on the bridge White river 
where cvetanovski accumu-
lated new inspirations every 
summer, there was a pro-
jection of a visual homage 

about his work in the field of 
theatre and film.
 As a part of the 
event there was a promo-
tion of two books: the col-
lection of national stories 
from Demirhisar region 
named “everyday outwit-
ting” by Ljube B. mitrejcevs-
ki (author’s edition) and  the 
collection of verses “verses 
about macedonia” from the 
American artist Dick rob-
erts who is a honorary citi-
zen of the village (edition 
ArtPoint – gumno, sup-
ported by the ministry of 
culture of rm).
the event was supported by 
the mayor of the municipali-
ty of Demir Hisar, mr. Ljupco 
Blazevski, esrA – university 
of audiovisual arts and pro-
duction house “makedonska 
Krepost”.

By: irena Andreevska



e - bulletin no. 7    july - December 2013 6

e - bulletin 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

Realized cooperation 
between center for 
sustainability and advanced 
education and DUnA VISIon

the center for sus-
tainability and ad-
vanced education 
(http://csae.mk) 

from Bitola, during novem-
ber 2013, established coop-
eration with Duna vision, an 
NGO that works on the field 
of ecology and sustainable 
development, for realization 
of future joint activities. 
Part of these activities is the 
organization of first Balkan 
forum for sustainable devel-
opment and the long term 
project eco-village.
the first Balkan forum for 
sustainable Development 
will be organized in coop-
eration with many local or-
ganizations such as national 
park “Pelister”, national in-
stitute museum Bitola and 
Balkanika from skopje. it 
will be held in june 2014 
and will be a chance for pre-
senting many ideas, organi-
zations and individuals in 
the field of sustainable de-
velopment.
eco-village is a new concept 
that has been already real-
ized by Duna vision in other 
parts of europe, while in the 
Western Balkan, Bitola was 
chosen as a location for eco-
village. for this purpose 
Duna vision established 

a foundation and started 
to look for non developed 
country and a piece of land 
to get as a gift or to rent 
(several tenths of hectares) 
about ten kilometers from 
Bitola, from the local part-

ner – center for sustainabil-
ity and advanced education.
eco-village will enable the 
development of alternative 
sustainable technologies 
such as sustainable energy 
sources, organic agriculture, 

permaculture and shall rep-
resent a place where stu-
dents on post graduate and 
doctorial studies from eu 
will work on practical re-
searches in the field of sus-
tainable development. 
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“Eko Logik”organization campaign: 
BIKE to WoRK

“e
ko Logik” organi-
zation that pro-
motes protection 
of environment, 

organized an event with 
which it tried to draw the 
attention of the participants 
in traffic, in order to raise 
awareness of the citizens 
which as stated, are losing 
their health daily because of 

the polluted air.
our activities at the mo-
ment, and also our work in 
general, concentrate on sus-
tainable transport, informa-
tion and education about 
it, suggestions and actions 
for implementing action for 
increasing bike usage, walk-
ing and using the public 
transportation, and are real-

ized through our initiative: 
“Program for reducing the 
air pollution in macedonia”, 
which also includes pro-
jects : “stoP for parking on 
pedestrian and bike lanes”; 
“Bike to work” and “come to 
school in an ecological way”, 

informed the organization.
“eko Logic” points out that 
increased pollution from 
over fifteen times, is above 
all limits for normal living 
and functioning and violates 
the law of having the right to 
clean air.
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Activities of organization 
EKo LoGIK in the period 
from July to november 2013

eko Logik is an ngo 
dedicated to pres-
ervation and pro-
tection of the en-

vironment, , promotion of 
the modern ecological prac-
tices, as well as monitoring 
and enhancement of the 
principle of sustainable de-
velopment.

in the period from july to 
november 2013 the organi-
zation continued with ac-
tivities from the “Program 
for reducing of the air pol-
lution in macedonia” (cre-
ated in february 2013). 
this multi complex program 
consists of 15 subprojects 
that in various ways con-
tribute to reduction of air 
pollution. from the above 
mentioned projects so far 
the realization has started 

with: “Bike to work”, cam-
paign, “stoP for parking on 
pedestrian and bike lanes”, 
“eco stories”- independent 
stories (researching jour-
nalism), “Be green and come 
to school in an ecological 
way” project for raising the 
awareness of the young-
est (pupils in elementary 
schools).

furthermore, they organ-
ized creative workshops in 
elementary schools in order 
to promote the concept of 3 
r-s. re-use / reduce / recycle.

As a part of this project 
there were 30 workshops 
on which from various used 
items were created new 
ones – with different func-
tions from their previous 
owners.

Also, there was a workshop 
with the teachers and man-
agers in elementary schools 
in municipality of Karposh 
with a topic: air pollution 
and sustainable transporta-
tion.

stoP for the destruction of 
vodno  - joining the mass 
initiative for stopping the 
activities that irreversibly 
destroy the “lungs” of skop-
je – vodno mountain.
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Cooperation of the Institute 
for community development 
(ICD) with RDn of RM

in accordance with its 
strategic and program 
activities, the institute 
for community devel-

opment (icD) –tetovo is a 
member of the rural De-
velopment network from 
2011.
During 2012 and 2013, icD 
in cooperation with other 
members of the organiza-
tion and the central office 
of rDn, is working on en-
hancement of its capacities 
in order to be able to pro-
vide help and support in 
the community and stake-
holders in the field of rural 

development designated by 
the annual program. 
the membership of icD in 
rDn helps in its positioning 
as one of the active organi-
zations recognized by their 
advocacy for rural devel-
opment of the north - west 
region of republic of mac-
edonia and by providing 
continuous support to those 
that need it to conduct their 
activities, no matter if it is 
about public organizations, 
non- formal organizations, 
units of local self govern-
ment etc.
in the past two years icD im-

www.irz.org.mk

plemented the school of icD 
that provided an opportu-
nity for young unemployed 
people from the rural areas 

of the tetovo region to par-
ticipate and improve their 
knowledge and after that 
with the support of icD to 
form social enterprises in 
rural areas which will ad-
dress the challenges on a lo-
cal level.
special help for the employ-
ees in icD is the possibility 
for direct communication 
with the central office of 
rDn and in this way we have 
quality information for the 
ongoing activities, events 
and transfer of knowledge, 
which is an immense help to 
icD in the past period.
in the course of 2014, icD 
expects to invest more of its 
resources in rural develop-
ment of concrete projects 
that will be implemented in 
cooperation with the mu-
nicipalities from the rural 
areas.
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“Solar electrical and thermal energy 
for reducing the Co2 emission from a 
kindergarten”
Kocani,17.12.2013

Општина Кочани ЗПЕР-Локална акциона 
група-Кочани

in the period from janu-
ary to December 2014 
municipality of Kocani 
will realize the project 

“solar and thermal energy 
for reducing the co2 emis-
sion from a kindergarten”. 
the project repository is the 
association for supporting 
of economical development 
– Local action group – Ko-
cani. the total amount of the 
project is 46.420 usD and 
it is financed by the Small 
grants group of the global 
ecological fund with the 
amount of 22.670 usD and 
co financed by municipality 
of Kocani with 21.770 usD.  
the kindergarten “Pavlina 
veljanova” – Kocani  has a 
financial share of 1.980 USd.

the general goal of the pro-
ject is to reduce the co2 
emissions by saving elec-
tricity and finances .

this shall be achieved with 
positioning hybrid solar 
panels in a clone 1 of the kin-
dergarten, that will produce 
electrical power and heat 
the water. clone 1 is chosen 
because the main kitchen is 
situated here and the food 
for all four clones of the kin-
dergarten is produced here, 
and this means greater wa-
ter consumption for cooking 
and dish washing. the warm 
water that at this moment is 
heated by electrical energy, 
is necessary for boiler heat-
ing in the mangers where 

the children are bathed. Part 
of the obtained electrical en-
ergy will be used for illumi-
nating of the rooms.

Also as a part of the project 
there are planned activities 
for building and developing 
the awareness of the mean-
ing of sustainable energy 
sources with the youngest 
children especially those of 
5 or 6 years age from the 
big groups in the kinder-
garten through an “educa-
tional class” for which spe-
cial color books with topic 
sustainable energy sources 
will be prepared and also an 
art competition on the topic 
“sun” will be organized; the 
best drawing will be sug-
gested to become a logo of 
the kindergarten. it is ex-
pected 5 tons of co2 reduc-
tion in one year and saving 
of 94.000 mKD per year. the 
amount that is saved will be 
reinvested for further eco-
logical activities.

through media coverage of 
the project, as well as the 

educative material prepared 
in the course of project re-
alization there will be an 
impact on the raising the 
public awareness with the 
citizens of municipality of 
Kocani and neighboring mu-
nicipalities.

Additional information 
about the project can be ob-
tained from the project co-
ordinator marija georgieva 
mob:078/313-210 or email: 
lagkocani@gmail.com.

more information about 
gef and Pmg may be found 
on http://gefsgpmacedo-
nia.org.mk/ or https://sgp.
undp.org/.

mailto:lagkocani@gmail.com
http://gefsgpmacedonia.org.mk/
http://gefsgpmacedonia.org.mk/
https://sgp.undp.org/
https://sgp.undp.org/
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Seminar on the topic 
“IMPRoVInG tHE EFFICIEnCy 
oF tHE PERFoRMAnCE oF 
PUBLIC SERVICE CoMPAnIES”

the association for 
support of the sus-
tainable develop-
ment – Local Action 

group Kocani, on the 18-th 
of november 2013 organ-
ized a seminar with topic 
“Improving the efficiency 

of the performance of pub-
lic service companies”. the 
seminar was organized 
in cooperation with cmc 
ekokon-skopje, vatalko-
skopje, tehnoskop-skopje, 
megasoft-Bitola, fortuna 
grup-skopje, eKo PAK Hit-

Kocani and Akva seiv-skopje.
About 70 representatives 
from the managing struc-
tures of public service com-
panies in macedonia took 
part in the event. there 
were seven presentations 
of services and products of-
fered by the sponsor com-
panies. At the same time the 

seminar was an excellent 
opportunity for exchanging 
working experiences among 
public service companies 
in many towns in rm and 
establishing of partnership 
and business relations be-
tween representatives of 
public service companies 
and sponsor companies.
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Krushevo, the 
town situated in 
the heart of mac-
edonia, in which 
each house 

and every street speak of 
the brave historical and 
cultural past, is the town 
where women’s organiza-
tion “cvet” was founded. 

Promotion of 
KRUSHEVo CULtURE 
AnD tRADItIon

the active women of this 
organization put all of their 
love, knowledge and skills 
in their handcrafts, trans-
ferring their characters and 
mastery to the young gen-
erations. they actively work 
on preserving and affirma-
tion of Krushevo culture and 
tradition, through creation 
of handcrafts and making 
the traditional dishes. they 
are regular participants on 
the events organized by 
their town, as well as on var-
ious fairs where by display-
ing their products and es-

tablishing cooperation with 
national and international 
organizations, they promote 
the Krushevo culture.
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opened exhibition “Karpino 
2013” as a part of the 11- th 
International art colony

on 11 th of novem-
ber, the day of the 
liberation anniver-
sary of the town, in 

the building of nucK “tra-
jko Prokopiev”as a part of 
the 11-th international art 
colony an exhibition called 
“Karpino 2013” was opened.
the exhibition was dedi-
cated to the late actor, art di-

rector, artist and member of 
the multimedia association 
“Karpino”, Dragisha Dimit-
rievski shipe.
on the art colony there were 
people from all over mac-
edonia, Bulgaria, serbia and 
Belgium. 
citizens of Kumanovo were 
able to see 38 exhibits creat-
ed from 16 artists – painters, 

sculptors and graphic artists 
which created them in the 
period from 7-th to 14-th 
of August at the restaurant 
“gracija” in Kumanovo. With 
this, the 11-th international 
art colony was character-
ized as one of the most pro-
ductive colonies so far.
the authors had an oppor-
tunity to intermingle, create 
and have fun signing special 
limited edition of wine bot-
tles as a memento, releasing 
balloons of warm air in the 

late evening hours, as a mes-
sage.
on the opening of the art 
colony there was promotion 
of the bust Dragisha Dimi-
trievski shipe. multimedia 
center Karpino organized 
visits for the participants 
of the monastery Karpino, 
Kokino observatory, the st. 
george monastery, staro 
nagoricane, church of st. 
nikola in Kumanovo and 
other sights.
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Educative lecture about 
BREASt CAnCER

on the 11 of December 2013 in zitose, municipality 
of Dolneni, in the ambulance of the village of zitose, 
the association “Borka” in cooperation with the as-
sociation of women in zitose, organized educative 

lecture about breast cancer.

on the lecture the following people spoke:

• mrs Biba Dodeva – President ofBorka, with her lecture 
“Breast cancer is curable”

• mrs sabaheta mersimi – Women’s  association of zitose

• Dr. elizabeta Babusku, specialist in radio diagnostics  
in remedica skopje with her lecture “Procedures in 
modern diagnostics of breast cancer”.

• mrs.zaklina jovanovska from medicus Help skopje 
with her lecture “Lymphedema” 
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RDn AnnUAL ASSEMBLy

on november 22nd 
the rural Devel-
opment network 
of the republic of 

macedonia held its third an-
nual assembly, which gath-
ered 44 representatives of 
the member – organizations.
the annual assembly was 
opened by the President of 
the rural Development net-
work (rDn), mr. Petar gjor-
gievski, who welcomed the 
present members. right af-
ter his addressing mrs. ves-
ela Lambevska Domazetova, 
president of the managing 
Board of rDn, presented the 
realized activities of the ru-
ral Development network 
during 2012/2013 period. 
the participants showed 
great interest in the presen-

tation of mr. vasko Hadzievs-
ki regarding to the “impact 
of climate change in differ-
ent infrastructures”. He ex-
plained the characteristics 
of different types of infra-
structure, potential impact 
of the climate change upon 
it, as well as the possibilities 
for adaptation. Aleksandra 
todorovska from rDn of 
the republic of macedonia 
addressed directly to the 
members, raising questions 
regarding current commu-
nication and sharing infor-
mation with member-or-
ganizations. she wished of-
ficial welcome for the three 
new member organizations 
that were accepted in rDn 
during 2013 and informed 
on the preparation of the 

latest electronic bulletin.
After each of the lecturers 
took their turn, a discussion 
was opened with concrete 
proposals for action on be-
half of the members. 

Petar gjorgievski appealed 
to all organizations for 
greater initiative and pro-
active attitude on their side. 
ideas should originate from 
members themselves and 
needs in the rural areas, 
and the network is the im-
plementing tool on a higher 
level, in accordance with 
bottom-up approach which 
is the basis of its work.
After finishing of the annual 
assembly a networking ac-
tivity for member - organi-
zations was conducted in or-
der to help them get better 
acquainted with each other 
and realize cooperation pos-
sibilities, through presenta-
tion of each association and 
activities on separate stands 
previously located for this 
purpose.
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on october 29th 
2013, the Presi-
dent of the ru-
ral Development 

network of the republic 
of macedonia, Petar gjor-
gievski, participated in the 
sixth round of 42nd ses-
sion of the european Af-
fairs committee, dedicated 
to public debate on “using 
funds from the instrument 
for pre-accession assis-
tance-iPA” in the republic 
of macedonia.

Six witnesses testified in 
this session, including the 
minister of environment 
and Physical Planning, mr. 
Abdullaqim Ademi, minister 
and Deputy minister of Agri-
culture, forestry and Water 
economy of the republic of 
macedonia, mr. Ljupco Di-
movski and mr. zoran Kon-
janovski.

the questions of mPs, re-
garding the component v 
related to the rural develop-
ment in the country, were 
answered by the Head of 
the management body of the 
iPArD program, mrs. mar-
garita Deleva, the President 
of the rural Development 

RDn of RM Participated in 
European Affairs Committee

network of the republic of 
macedonia, mr. Petar geor-
gievski, and mr. Andrija 
sekulovski on behalf of the 
federation of farmers of 
republic of macedonia.

in their testimonies the 
guests informed about the 
experiences in the use of 
eu funds in macedonia, re-
ported on the modifications 
in direction of eu fund uti-
lization improvement and 
facilitation/simplification of 
the procedures for obtain-
ing funding through this in-
strument.

the mPs Antonio milo-
shoski, Hajrula misini, 
Panche orcev, goran sug-
arevski, vladanka Avirovic, 
Lenche nikolovska, Deshira 
imeri, Panche Dameski, 
savo marachkov, stanka 
Anastasovska and Hristina 
runcheva asked additional 
questions on the reasons 
for the low level of funds 
utilization, the need for lo-
cating weaknesses for their 
greater utilization and well 
as concerning the possibili-
ties of making iPArD funds 
more accessible to citizens. 
(source: www.sobranie.mk) 

http://www.sobranie.mk
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During the period 
from september 
27th until septem-
ber 29th, the mu-

nicipality of resen organ-
ized the thirteenth “Prespa 
Apple Harvest” manifesta-
tion which is traditionally 
celebrating the apple and 
the beginning of apple har-
vest.  the event included 
various activities in the area 
of agriculture, culture, tour-
ism, art and sports. this ma-
jor economic and cultural 
event is related to the cel-
ebration of Krstovden, the 
orthodox christian holiday 

Rural Development network 
Participation in the “PRESPA APPLE 
HARVESt” Manifestation

and it is also the traditional 
beginning of the apple har-
vest in Prespa.
rural Development net-
work of the republic of 
macedonia participated in 
this year’s event of “Prespa 
Apple Harvest 2013” on 
september 28th, the day 
dedicated for tourism, by 
presenting its promotional 
materials. the active rDn 
members from this region 
were invited on rDn’s stand 
to present the activities im-
plemented within their or-
ganizations.
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After the initial im-
plementation of 
climate change ad-
aptation activities 

in demonstrative orchards, 
vineyards and vegetable 
farms within usAiD Adap-
tation to climate change in 
Agriculture project, techni-
cal assistance to beneficiary 
farmers for proper applica-
tion of the specific adaptive 
measures was continuously 
provided by project techni-
cal experts. they monitored 
early responses and prelim-
inary effects from utilizing 
these practices. However, in 
order to be able to provide 
further successful imple-
mentation of these newly 
applied practices and po-

Study Visit to Israel

tentially observe new appli-
cative climate change adap-
tive measures, there is a 
necessity of supplying ben-
eficiary farmers and techni-
cal experts with firsthand 
experience on other suc-
cessful cases.
for that purpose, the project 
decided to organize a study 
trip for beneficiary farm-
ers, neA advisors and the 
technical experts to expose 
them to international expe-
rience which will provide 
the opportunity to learn, 
exchange experiences and 
obtain details related to es-
tablishment and function-
ing of successful climate 
change adaptive practices. 
During the period from july 

14th until july 19th, twelve 
participants had the oppor-
tunity to visit israel which 
is considered as a coun-
try with advanced experi-
ence in applicative climate 
change practices. Project 
beneficiary farmers, NeA 

advisors and technical ex-
perts were introduced to in-
tensive vegetable and grape 
production, vegetable crops 
seed production, applied re-
search in horticultural crops 
and different agricultural 
applied technologies. 
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Study Visit to Italy

usAiD Adaptation to 
climate change in 
Agriculture project 
activities are de-

signed on the basis of posi-
tive experiences of interna-
tional practices in adapting 
agricultural production to 
the climate change, adjusted 

to our specific terrain and 
climatological circumstanc-
es. yet, the fact remains that 
hands-on experience, and 
consequently from it ac-
quired expertise, is still not 
sufficient. The same can be 
concluded about the public 
institutions governing is-

sues pertaining to the cli-
mate change realm, the min-
istry of Agriculture, forestry 
and Water economy being 
one of them. 
in order to build in-country 
capacity related to climate 
change practices, the pro-
ject invested in an interna-
tional study trip for project 
management, technical ad-
visors for adaptive practices 
and relevant representative 
from mAfWe. the study 
visit was organized in italy 
during the period from july 
14th until july 20th.  meet-
ings with ministry of Agri-
culture policy makers on 
initiatives and policies in the 
domain of climate change in 
agriculture, climate change 

specialists, and regional au-
thorities in charge of imple-
mentation of regional poli-
cies on climate change in 
agriculture, as well as visits 
to a farm adopting measures 
to combat climate change 
were organized within the 
study trip.
the participants had the 
opportunity to observe eu-
ropean experience in provi-
sion of adequate adaptive 
climate change responses 
in agriculture in addition to 
policy making and develop-
ment of strategic documents 
on climate change, concrete 
actions/measures for cli-
mate change adaptations 
undertaken by the relevant 
ministry etc. 
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on september 26th 
in sveti nikole, the 
climate change 
caravan, organized 

by the usAiD Adaptation to 
climate change in Agricul-
ture (AccA) project, con-
cluded its autumn campaign 
with the last of four stops 
around the country.  By 
bringing climate change ex-
perts to rural areas, the car-
avan educates small farm-
ers and their communities 
about the anticipated effects 
of climate change.  through 
open question-and-answer 
sessions, the experts ad-
dress farmers’ concerns, 
share strategies for adapt-
ing to climate change ef-
fects, and emphasize the 
importance of proactive, 
community-wide responses.  
minister of Agriculture Lju-
pco Dimovski, usAiD mis-

Climate Change Caravan helps 
rural communities adapt

sion Director james stein, 
and usAiD AccA project 
chief of Party Petar gjor-
gievski, made remarks.
“macedonia has recently 
suffered from a hotter and 
drier climate, and has been 
more prone to heat waves, 
droughts, floods, and hail.  
As farmers, you understand 

what this means better than 
anyone. you are experienc-
ing this changing climate 
first hand,” said USAId Mis-
sion Director james stein. 
“We want to reduce the 
negative effects of climate 
change on agriculture by 
developing and sharing af-
fordable climate change 
adaptation techniques that 
are tailored to the needs of 
small farmers.”
to reduce the negative ef-
fects of climate change on 
the agriculture sector in 
rural macedonia, the AccA 
project works with small 
farmers and their commu-
nities to develop and dis-
seminate affordable climate 
change adaptation tech-
nologies and practices, con-
ducts comprehensive public 
awareness and outreach 

campaigns, and helps build 
the capacity of small farm-
ing operations.  
Besides sveti nikole, the 
caravan visited three more 
locations during september: 
valandovo on september 
18th, resen on september 
21st and Krivogashtani on 
september 25th.
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Rural Development network 
of the Republic of Macedonia 
on Study tour to USA

usAiD Adaptation 
to climate change 
in Agriculture pro-
ject’s Deputy chief 

of Party, vesela Lambevska 
Domazetova, together with 
a representative of the min-
istry of Agriculture, forest-
ry and Water economy, Lidi-
ja chadikovska, participated 
in the international visitor 
Leadership Project entitled 

“climate change resiliency” 
which was sponsored by 
the u.s. Department of state 
(Dos) and administrated by 
World Learning.
Within the program held in 
the period from December 
1st until December 11th, 
a variety of appointments 
with individuals and repre-
sentatives of u.s. organiza-
tions, were realized, aiming 

to introduce the representa-
tives of ngos, the national 
government and municipal 
officials from Macedonia, to 
new technologies and inno-
vative approaches to climate 
change in areas such as ag-
riculture, forestry, water 
management and energy ef-
ficiency.
the Department of state 
has outlined the following 

specific objectives for the 
project: explore cooperation 
between federal, state and 
local levels of government 
and their roles in climate 
change; examine public-
private partnerships that 
address climate change; an-
alyze new technologies and 
strategies on the subject of 
climate change and the envi-
ronment. 
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Commencing activities for 
promotion of the LEADER approach 
in the South - East planning region 
of Republic of Macedonia

As part of the us-
AiD Adaptation to 
climate change 
in Agriculture 

project, rural Develop-
ment network of republic 
of macedonia scheduled 
realization of activities for 
promotion of the LeADer 
approach in municipalities 
in the south - east planning 
region in which the impact 
of climate change has a neg-
ative effect on the overall 
living of rural households. 
with affirmation of the eU 
LeADer approach in the ru-
ral areas, rDn aims towards 
developing of the capaci-
ties of all stakeholders in 
rural areas which will im-
prove their knowledge and 
capability for participative 
planning in making impor-
tant decisions for the com-
munity. rDn will support 
creation of an entity, Local 
Action group in a shape of 
public private partnership 
that will include partners 

from the public, private 
and ngo sector, represent-
ing the interests of various 
stakeholders from 4 munici-
palities in this region (stru-
mica, vasilevo, Bosilovo and 

novo selo). the goal of the 
group will be to represent 
the interests of the various 
stakeholders which exist 
and work in the rural areas 
of the municipalities. the 
aim of the group will be to 
develop strategic document 
for rural development which 
will support and unite local 
initiatives and actions.
for the realization of such 
activities that will signifi-
cantly contribute to im-
provement of sustainable 
practices in rural areas of 
macedonia, on December 

13th 2013, the rDn signed 
a memorandum for coop-
eration with the center for 
Development of the south 
- east Planning region. on 
the same day a workshop 
was held and all ten munici-
palities of the region were 
invited in order to get ac-
quainted with the LeADer 
approach as a method for 
promoting and implement-
ing local development in 
rural areas, its significance 
as future iPArD measure 
as well as to present the 
planned activities.
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SHARInG tHE RESULtS AnD 
ACHIEVMEntS FRoM tHE USAID 
ADAPtAtIon to CLIMAtE CHAnGE 
In AGRICULtURE PRoJECt

on December 13th 
in rosoman and on 
December 20th in 
gevgelija, the ru-

ral Development network of 
the republic of macedonia 
organized two workshops in 
order to share experiences 
and results from adaptive 
agricultural practices, im-
plemented and tested in 
the period from the begin-
ning of the implementation 
of usAiD Adaptation to cli-
mate change in Agriculture 
project, April 2012 to pre-
sent day.
the farmers from rosoman 
and gevgelija surroundings, 

who attended the work-
shops, had the opportunity 
to learn about different tech-
niques and measures for ad-
aptation to climate change 
which were demonstrated 
and tested in viticulture, 
fruit and vegetable produc-
tion. Besides the results and 
achievements from the im-
plemented adaptive meas-
ures, experts presented a 
one year monitoring of the 
erosive processes as well 
as the benefits from imple-
mentation of adaptive meas-
ures for water conservation 
in agricultural production.
At the end of the workshops 

there were open discussions 
where farmers could share 
the problems occurring dur-
ing agricultural production 
and obtain useful advices 
from the experts on how to 

deal with the effects from 
climate change and what 
adaptive measures to intro-
duce in order to protect the 
yield in viticulture, fruit and 
vegetable production.
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Joining of the RDn in the USAID 
organizational performance 
improvement program (oPIP)

the rural Develop-
ment network of 
macedonia was 
elected as one of 

the five organizations that 
will receive the support of 
the usAiD program for im-
proving of the work of the 
organizations in the next 
two  years. for this purpose, 
on the 18-th of november 
2013 on the premises of the 
American embassy the rDn 
and the above mentioned 
usAiD program signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing.
for these activities in oPiP  
to increase the capacity of 
rDn and have the desired 
effect for the organization, 
rDn will be indirectly and 
actively included in the 
course of all programmed 
period, from implementing 
and assessment of the situ-
ation in the organization to 
creating and implementing 

organizational interven-
tions.
for implementation of the 
organizational Performance 
improvement Program, us-
AiD hired the consulting en-
terprise DetrA center. this 
consulting company has its 
own consulting methodol-
ogy based on the most mod-
ern participative approach-
es in the world, but is adjust-
ed to our specific features 
and participative approach 
of usAiD for enforcement of 
human and organizational 
capacities.
similar to many other con-
sulting enterprises, DetrA 
center methodology com-
mences the activities for 
improving the organization 
capacities and performance, 
with an appropriate diag-
nosis of the situation in the 
organization. this open-
ing activity of diagnostic 
routine was conducted on 

a three day creative work-
shop named as “Holigno-
sis” (integral organizational 
diagnosis), held from 4-th 
to 6-th December in Bi-
tola, where participants 
were representatives of the 
organizations-members of 
the rDn. During December 
there were four organized 
meetings with focus groups 

that consisted of all mem-
bers of rDn respectively di-
vided into 4 regions, which 
additionally helped in the 
defining of the situation in 
the network as well as the 
possibilities and conditions 
for further improvement of 
the work and long lasting 
sustainability.
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Family Farming Conference 
in Brussels

At the 66th session 
of the united na-
tions general As-
sembly, 2014 was 

designated the internation-
al year of family farming. 
Led by the food and Agri-
culture organization, it has 
the objective of raising the 
profile of family farming by 
focusing world attention on 
its role in alleviating hunger 
and poverty, providing food 
security and improving live-
lihoods, while protecting 
the environment and biodi-
versity.
As a result of this context of 
the un’s declaration of 2014 
as the international year of 
family farming, and along 
with the contributions from 
the online consultation 
made during 02.08.2013 
and 11.10.2013 an europe-

an conference titled “fam-
ily farming: A dialogue to-
wards more sustainable and 
resilient farming in europe 
and the world”, organized 
by the eu commission, took 
place on the 29th of novem-
ber 2013 in Brussels.
the rural Development net-
work of the republic of mac-
edonia, as proactive agent of 
the rural communities, had 
its representative, marija 
trpevska, attending the 
conference. the conference 
drew great attention. more 
than 400 participants, some 
of the most knowledgeable 
and prominent persons in 
the agriculture policy in 
europe, gathered to discuss 
the important role of family 
farming, the key challenges 
and priorities for the future, 
as well as address the best 

means of supporting family 
farms.
some of the key speakers at 
conference were ms Loretta 
Dormal marino, Deputy Di-
rector general, Directorate 
general for Agriculture and 
rural Development – euro-
pean commission, mr. Da-
cian cioloş, european Union 
commissioner for Agricul-
ture and rural Development, 
carlo Petrini, President, in-
ternational slow food move-
ment, whose presentation 
was widely accompanied 
with great ovation by the 
present audience. Beside 
the domestic hosts, at the 
conference were also invit-
ed eminent guest speakers 
from outside europe who 
also had their contribution 
at the outcomes.
Also, at the conference three 

parallel workshops were 
held on the topics of:
• Workshop 1: Best prac-

tice in family farming
• Workshop 3: organisa-

tion models to strengthen 
family farms

• Workshop 2: Access to 
new technology and re-
search

the conference ended with 
High Level Panel discussion 
where most of the signifi-
cant input came by exchang-
ing views on family farming 
from all participants.
in addition, the conference 
outcome will contribute to 
the fAo european regional 
conference (erc) scheduled 
for 1-4 April 2014 in Bucha-
rest, romania, and to events 
related to family farming 
that will be organised in the 
course of 2014.
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representative of the 
rural Development 
network of repub-
lic of macedonia 

participated on the 28-th 
convention of the Assem-
bly of the standing Working 
group for rural develop-
ment of south east europe, 

Participation of RDn of RM at the28-
th Assembly of the Standing Working 
Group for Rural Development of 
South East Europe

held in gmunden Austria 
from 4-th to 8-th of Decem-
ber.
in the course of the pro-
gram there were field trips 
during which the partici-
pants had an opportunity 
to gather experiences from 
good practices realized in 

gmunden surroundings. on 
this convention the conclu-
sions from the seventh an-
nual working conference of 

the ministries of agriculture 
of south east europe, the ac-
tion plan of the Balkan rural 
Development network and 
the rural development pro-
gram of Austria were pre-
sented and discussions for 
cooperation of the standing 
Working group with many 
international organizations 
were opened.
the members of the Balkan 
rural Development net-
work, among which rep-
resentatives of the rural 
development networks of 
macedonia, serbia, monte-
negro and Kosovo, used this 
opportunity to organize a 
meeting on which they dis-
cussed the future network 
activities.
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PREPARE Booklet Published

the book “commu-
nity spirit Wins” 
– How civil society 
sustains rural eu-

rope, is a confirmation for 
the past years of activities of 
the european organization 
of civil networks – PrePAre 
– Partnership for rural eu-
rope, since its formation in 
2000. 
this book, consisting of nu-
merous statements from 

individuals involved in rural 
development, both from the 
public and the civil sector in 
europe, which was promot-
ed by dačjan Čološ, eU com-
missioner for Agriculture 
and rural Development, is a 
significant evidence for the 
interest citizens and civil 
organizations have shown 
for contributing towards the 
development processes in 
rural areas.  

PrePAre – Partnership for 
rural europe has made great 
efforts in the past 13 years in 
order to stimulate strength-
ening of the civil society in 
eu member countries and 
pre-accession countries 
from central, easter and 
south-eastern europe, en-
couraging rural people to 
take active partnership par-
ticipation in the socio-eco-
nomic development of the 

european union. 
the rural Development 
network of the republic of 
macedonia has been a full 
member of PrePAre since 
2012, and has participated 
with its own statement in 
this book and has presented 
its views on development 
of democracy, governance, 
partnership and develop-
ment of the human capital 
in rural areas. 
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Rural Development network 
of the Republic of Macedonia 
Participated in the First European 
Rural Parliament

the first european 
rural Parliament, 
erP, was organ-
ized in Brussels 

on november 13th 2013. 
it was held in support and 
partnership with the euro-
pean economic and social 
committee in its premises 
in Brussels and was a stra-
tegic gathering in the very 
center of european political 
power. more than 150 rep-
resentatives from 70 rural 
organizations among which 
a representative of rDn of 
rm attended the event in 
order to place issues of rural 
communities on the agenda 
of the eu and to make an im-
pact on the policies shaping 
their lives. 
european rural Parliament 
is a concept, an idea, an 
event, a vision of rural as-
sociations and local commu-
nities. it is a forum for ex-
change of ideas and experi-
ences among national rural 
movements and networks. 
the goal of the erP is to 
provide a common voice for 
and to strengthen the rural 
movement in europe. it will 
create a common statement 
that affects european rural 
policy, improve the dialogue 

between policy makers and 
the local level, exchange ex-
periences of successful lo-
cal development and find 
a form of erP that will live 
on and be continued across 
europe. 
the rural movements taking 
part in the initiative realized 

that they have numerous is-
sues and interests in com-
mon such as the quality of 
schools in rural areas, the 
access to health care and 
other basic services, as well 
as the possibility to influ-
ence eu policies.
the european rural Par-

liament created a fantastic 
mix of thinking from high 
and low levels, connected 
to practice. the process will 
continue after the event as 
tasks and decisions will be 
auctioned out to working 
groups, who will then report 
back on the progress. 


